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From secret gardens, grassy outdoor areas to elegant orangeries and breathtaking balconies, explore the 
al-fresco world in the heart of bustling London. We have selected some sumptuous spaces for intimate 
summer parties, beautiful weddings and also picked out some of the City’s unique historic, Royal and awe-
inspiring venues that you absolutely must know about! Ever thought about dining amongst twelve thousands 
diamonds, beside Stephenson’s ‘Rocket’ or an enormous Diplodocus and what about sipping cocktails 
overlooking the illuminated Tower of London and Tower Bridge?�

ORANGERIES �
  A natural transition between house and garden; orangeries make the perfect setting for summer 
entertaining. 
 

 
Orangery at Kensington Palace      Temperate House at Kew       Orangery Kensington Palace         Orangery at Kew  

      
The Orangery at Royal Botanics, Kew was designed by William Chambers and is the largest classical style 
building in the gardens. Being such a stunning space, it requires hardly any dressing for events and is the 
perfect size for receptions of up to 200 guests and dinners up 400 guests. With a large open plan, high 
arched windows and attractive gardens, it makes a fantastic venue for lavish corporate events, weddings 
and gala dinners. Better still, during the summer months guests can enjoy receptions on the terrace in a 
private and tranquil setting. With a similar capacity, the Temperate House, the world's largest 
surviving Victorian glass structure, is a stunning space for extravagant receptions. When illuminated at 
night, it is transformed into one of the most exotic and breathtaking venues in London. Or what about The 
Orangery at Kensington Palace overlooking immaculate lawns, majestic bay trees and conveying a true 
sense of space and elegance – perfect for entertaining on a summer’s day. The beautiful carved interior 
detail makes it a stunning location for receptions (300 guests) and a unique ‘summer supper house’ for 150 
seated guests.  

STEEPED IN HISTORY  
 

 
Hampton Court Palace: Exterior & Interior  

 
Hampton Court Palace home to Henry VIII, inspires entertaining on a grand scale. Historical treasures 
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include copies of Raphael’s Acts of the Apostles cartoon in the Cartoon Gallery as well as nearly 3,000 
swords, bayonets, muskets and pistols in the King’s Guard Chambers. Guests can browse the historic 
artifacts in these state apartments over drinks before enjoying dinner in the tapestry lined Great Hall.  �

LARGE SCALE EVENTS 
 

 
         Science Museum                                      V & A                                       Banqueting House               Science Museum   

 
Hold a beautiful summer reception for up to 1,000 at The Orangery, Kensington Palace by adding on a 

marquee to the adjacent terrace or beautiful lawn. On another magnificent scale, the internationally 
renowned Science Museum, set in the heart of South Kensington, provides an unrivalled variety of 
innovative and interactive settings for receptions of up to 2,000, gala dinners for 450 as well as film 

premiers and award ceremonies. Dine beneath iconic planes or in galleries dominated by Mill engines, 
Stephenson’s ‘Rocket’ and a wealth of fantastic collections; perfect for the ultimate wow-factor. The Imperial 
War Museum is also one of the few spaces in London with the capacity to accommodate on a huge scale; 
up to 1,000 guests for a reception and 350 for dinner. Its award-winning permanent displays include a rare 
and unique Battle of Britain Spitfire, Montgomery’s tank and a London bus that once transported troops on 

the Western Front during the First World War. Impressive! 
 

LONDON'S SECRET GARDENS ...  
A greener way to enjoy the capital's venues. 

 

      
Chelsea Physic Garden        Royal Hospital Chelsea            Victoria & Albert Museum                   Lancaster House                  

Nestled inside a brick garden wall, in the heart of SW3 stands The Chelsea Physic Garden; the second 
oldest botanic garden in England. The three and a half acre garden is a perfect retreat for summer soirées 
and is abundant with ponds, beds of exotic plants and a fruiting olive tree. Organise a drinks reception for 
400, centred on the lawn, where guests can wander freely through the garden or perhaps enjoy an alfresco 
dinner for 300 guests. The nearby Royal Hospital Chelsea also offers an al-fresco space known as the 
‘quad’ for drinks receptions between 200 and 400 guests. The John Madejski Gardens at the V & A is one 
of London’s hidden treasures and makes a beautiful setting for summer receptions for up to 700 guests. It’s 
an oasis of tranquillity offering a private and exclusive atmosphere. Queens Gardens adjacent to Kew 
Palace has been exquisitely maintained by Royal Botanical Gardens Kew and is an excellent venue for 40 
guests for summer receptions. The garden also features a remarkable Florentine sculpture.  Lancaster 
House also has captivating gardens that surround it and enable guests to enjoy receptions overlooking 
Buckingham Palace and the Mall. �

VENUES WITH A VIEW 
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      Wellington Arch                      Tower of  London                                    Tower of  London                         85 Swains Lane 

 
Wellington Arch, situated on Hyde Park Corner, offers spectacular views over London and is the ideal spot 
for intimate dinners for 32 or drinks receptions for 80. Guests can wander onto the balcony and view the 

hustle and bustle of London nightlife. Feel like entertaining surrounded by panoramic views of Tower Bridge 
and the Thames - why not explore the Wall Walk at the Tower of London, which can be accessed from the 

historic Wakefield and St Thomas’ Towers. Or for something totally out of the ordinary, how about the 
spectacular 85 Swains Lane set in and overlooking Highgate Cemetery?�

ROYAL SOIRÉES    

London's Royal Palaces.        
 

 
Kensington Palace: Exterior               Interior                Hampton Court Palace: Exterior                     Interior                    

 
Feel like entertaining inside one of London’s prominent landmarks and ancient fortresses? The Tower of 

London houses six stunning venue areas, including the oldest medieval building; the White Tower 
(Reception 250, Dinner 80), the New Armouries (Reception 300, Dinner 240), Wakefield Tower (Reception 

80, Dinner 40) and Martin Tower (Dinner 12). Notoriously a prison, it’s also the site of the nation’s most 
thrilling if not bloody events. Modern day guests are taken on private tours of the Crown Jewels or even the 
Ceremony of the Keys at the end of their evening.  Another remarkable royal venue is a lavish celebration at 
Hampton Court Palace. The stunning Great Hall and state apartments are perfect for entertaining, such as 
the Queens Guards Chamber (175 receptions, 150 dinner) and the Kings Guard Chamber (200 receptions, 
150 dinner). The Georgian magnificence at Kensington Palace offers something equally rich and luxurious 

in the State Apartments; King’s Gallery, King’s Drawing Room and Cupola Room to the tranquil and elegant 
Orangery. Alternatively enjoy the splendour of the Banqueting House part of White hall Palace, home to a 

stunning Rubens painted ceiling and site of Charles I execution. �

BEST OF BRITISH 

 
                Dulwich Picture Gallery                            Tate Britain                                Wallace Collection: Courtyard              
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Gracing the banks of the river Thames, Tate Britain, houses the greatest collection of British Art in the 
world. As Millbank’s most impressive landmark the architecturally rich building encompasses a diverse 

range of entertaining spaces. This season, why not invite your clients to view the radical and experimental 
Henry Moore exhibition over a stylish cocktail reception? Showing until 8th August, this stunning exhibition 
is certain to captivate any crowd. Rooms available include the Victorian Gallery 9, soaring Sackler Octagon 

and dramatic Manton Foyer. The Wallace Collection holds a special place among the world’s greatest 
museums and provides a spectacular setting for corporate entertaining, grand wedding receptions for up to 
250 and opulent private dinners for 160. The courtyard, which is an elegantly glazed internal atrium, is ideal 
for relaxed drinks receptions, dinners and award ceremonies. Nestled in the heart of Dulwich village is the 

Dulwich Picture Gallery that offers a contemporary entertaining space boasting priceless old 
master paintings as well as tranquil landscaped Gallery gardens where drinks can be served (up to 350). It's 

also an ideal space for dinners (up to 120) and even weddings. �

                  

PRESTIGIOUS PARTY PLACES 
 

 
Lancaster House                        The Magic Ci rcle                             One Marylebone                               Roundhouse           

 
Hold a classically stylish reception in the high-ceilinged Grand Gallery with white walls or oak-panelled Club 

Gallery at Ill Bottaccio; perfect for small and large receptions up to 400 as well as dinners for up to 200 
guests.  The Roundhouse, a major international performing arts and events venue, boasts fantastic 

entertaining opportunities. The architecturally impressive Main Space is a blank canvas that holds up to 
1,800 for receptions and 1,100 for dinners. Other spaces include an outdoor terrace and purpose built 

studio. The grandeur and style of One Marylebone makes it an ideal space for the fashion, beauty and art 
crowd. With three distinct blank canvases, plus a landscaped garden, the venue can cater for small 

numbers up to 350 (standing reception) and collectively standing events for up to 1,000 – main spaces 
include the Soane Hall, The Galleries, The Garden and The Basement. Another fantastic venue is The 

Magic Circle Headquarters which makes a really interesting and unusual venue for entertaining - filled with 
magic and mystery. Or perhaps you are looking for a more historic setting that offers a magnificent setting? 

Lancaster House, tucked away in the heart of St James offers a number of rooms for entertaining, 
including spaces such as the Long Gallery for the more glamorous events (ideal for large drinks receptions 

up to 350). 
 

��������	
��������
����������������������������� � � ����������� !" #������$���
���
��������
%�&���

	����������������
 
� ��������!"�#$�%������$���&'(�' %) � � �
���'$�%������$���&'(�'%) �

�������'����������
��� �(�)*
�$�'�����'
�������)+�',�!&&! #-. �

Page 4 of 4Email Marketing Campaign

08/06/2010https://system.newzapp.co.uk/EditSite/Page/View.asp?ID=181611&E=True&Action=...


